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Charles R. Buck, Jr., 5¢.D., Secretary
MARYLAND METICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
NURSING 204 E GUIDELINE NO. 38
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TO: Administrators, Al Nus .r.-;: Facilities
Local Depar i?l.’IC.fli.h of & Seivices
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FROM: Charles C. Putnam, Dirccior ¢57 & ¢
Medical Assistance Policy Administration

RE: Cost of Aide to Accompany Patienis

It has come to our aitention 1ul some “ursing facilitics hiave been charging their
patients, patients’ relatives, or othoie for tie cost of aides or escorts to accompany
patients to obtain medical services outside the nursing facilities.

This expense is an allowable cost in the d wiermmation of the faciiity’s per diem rate,
and therefore no charge should be wade to the paiients, patients’ relatives,
guardian/sponsors, or other sources for “his service.

Also family members or others shiould not be informed by provider nursing facilities
that the family members or oiliers ace to assume the vesponsibility for the
above-mentioned function.

Questions regarding this Guideline should be directed to the Staff Specialist, Nursing
Home Services, telephone (301) 383-2703,
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